Glencoe, Mingarry and Taynuilt Parish Newsletter
18th July – 16th Sunday of the Year (B)

God himself is my help. The
Lord upholds my life. I will
offer you a willing sacrifice;
I will praise your name, O
Lord, for its goodness.

Please observe the following
-

-

Hand sanitiser on
entering and leaving the
church
Complete the contact list
with your details
Keep social distancing
Wear face-coverings
Communion received on
the hand only

Mass times for the coming week
Mingarry
10.00 a.m.
In the 16th Week of the Year
Taynuilt
10.00 a.m.
In the 16th Week of the Year
Mingarry
10.00 a.m.
Wednesday Ballachulish 10.00 a.m.
In the 16th Week of the Year
Thursday
Ballachulish 10.00 a.m.
St Mary Magdalene – Feast
Friday
Ballachulish 10.00 a.m.
St Bridget of Sweden – Feast
Taynuilt
10.00 a.m.
Saturday
Ballachulish 10.00 a.m.
In the 16th Week of the Year
Vigil
Kinlochleven 6.00 p.m.
Vigil Mass
Sunday
Ballachulish 10.00 a.m.
Taynuilt
10.30 a.m.
17th Sunday of the Year
Mingarry
1.00 p.m.
Glenuig
3.00 p.m.
Confession At any time on request
Divine Office – Vol 3. Week 4
Weekday readings: 16th Week of
Ordinary Time
Monday
Tuesday

PARISH NEWS
Level 0 – From tomorrow, the 19th July, we move to Level 0. This has a number of implications for our area, but
the main difference for us, in the church, is that social distancing moves from 2 m to 1 m.
Preparation for the Sacraments – If you have children who are approaching the age for Confirmation or first Holy
Communion, please do let Fr Roddy know.
Taynuilt Parish Meeting – There will be a parish meeting for Taynuilt parish on Wednesday the 28 th July at 6.00
p.m.
St. Agnes’ Church, Glenuig – Mass will be celebrated today at 3.00 p.m. in Glenuig.
Taynuilt – Sunday Mass – Please note that as from next Sunday, there will be Mass at 10.30 a.m. in Taynuilt. The
11.30 a.m. Mass is to be discontinued.
Mingarry – Bishop Brian is keen to meet the Finance Committee of the parish (on-line) to discuss Diocesan and
Parish finances. This is part of a programme of meeting all parish finance committees across the Diocese. We
have already had a meeting with Taynuilt parish and will be scheduling one for Glencoe parish in the near
future.
Collection
Taynuilt – we raised £140.00 from
Standing Orders.
Glencoe – we raised £190.00 there were
no Standing Orders this week. We also
raised £40.00 for Sea Sunday.
Mingarry – we raised £255.00 plus
£115.00 from Standing Orders giving a
total of £370.00. We also raised £35.00
for Sea Sunday.
Many thanks to all of you.
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In his youth, a Jesuit friend of mine had been an actual shepherd. I asked him what that must have been
like.
I suppose my ulterior motive was that three of our readings today have references to shepherds.
But he surprised me.
He said he had hated that job and would never go near it again. There were so many sheep in a herd
that you could never know which was which, much less give names to them, and that sheep-dogs were the
only way you could keep them more or less together in a herd.
Was my friend a “bad shepherd” like the ones we find in the first reading? Not at all. He was an
outstanding shepherd of people, in spite of this youthful experience. But in our day the tending of sheep is an
industry, not a personal act.
The flocks were small in Jesus’ day. A shepherd could indeed name each
These sheep and
one and the herd knew his voice by heart, just as the family dog knows yours.
So, in Jesus’ day, good shepherds would search and search for a lost shepherds were symbols
representing God’s
sheep. Or find one turned absurdly on its back, unable to roll over again because
people and their rulers.
of its full fleece. The shepherd took his “crook,” which had a big curve on one
end, and easily manoeuvre the sheep to its feet. If there was real danger, as for
instance if wolves were ready to pounce, the shepherd would take out his “staff,” a pole-like instrument, and
deal with the predators.
Bad shepherds, on the other hand, would actually scatter the sheep; drive them away without care. The
sheep feared and trembled, and many went missing. Sometimes workers were hired who were not shepherds
at all and who simply ran away when a wolf approached (Jn. 10:12). God’s anger flamed out against such bad
shepherds.
Of course, these sheep and shepherds were symbols representing God’s people and their rulers.
In the responsorial psalm, Jesus was the Good Shepherd. What about the Gospel? So many people
were coming and going that Jesus and his apostles “had no opportunity even to eat.” He advised his friends to
come away with him to a quiet place to rest. Even shepherds must take a break. They used a boat to go to a
deserted area.
But the needy people saw where the boat was headed and they went there and formed a “vast crowd”!
What should Jesus do? Start ministering again instead of resting? The Gospel says, “his heart was moved with
pity for them, for they were like sheep without a shepherd,” so “he began to teach them many things.”
God’s words in the first reading had come true: “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock and
bring them back to their meadow.”
The question for you and me is not whether we should go without our rest and food and become
workaholics for the sake of others.
It is whether our own hearts are ever moved with pity for the scattered and fear-filled sheep of our own
time. Can we love them as Jesus does? As he loves each of us?
Can we imitate God’s good shepherd?
John Foley, SJ

https://liturgy.slu.edu/16OrddB071821/reflections_foley.html
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